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EMSA’S ACTION PLAN FOR RESPONSE TO MARINE POLLUTION FROM OIL AND GAS INSTALLATIONS 

As of 1 March 2013, with the entry into force of Regulation (EU) No. 100/2013, EMSA has a 
new mandate to respond to marine pollution caused by oil and gas installations. On this 
basis, the Agency: 
 

• Provides Member States and the European Commission with technical and scientific 
assistance in the field of marine pollution caused by oil and gas installations; 

 
• Supports, upon request, with additional means, and in a cost-efficient way pollution 

response actions in case of marine pollution caused by oil and gas installations; 
 

• Uses the CleanSeaNet service to monitor the extent and environmental impact of 
such pollution; and 

 
• May provide assistance in case of marine pollution caused by ships and oil and gas 

installations affecting third countries sharing a regional sea basin with the Union.  
 
In this context, EMSA developed an ‘Action Plan for Response to Marine Pollution from Oil 
and Gas Installations’, which sets the framework within which EMSA can implement specific 
activities in order to fulfil its new mandate.  
 
The Action Plan was approved in November 2013 by EMSA’s Administrative Board, and is 
intended to strengthen response levels in European areas where offshore installations are 
present or where exploration activities are expected to start, in line with the Agency’s ‘top-up’ 
philosophy. This approach entails the selection of those options that bring the highest added 
value and which do not replace or subsidize existing capabilities of coastal states, but 
constitute ‘additional means’ to strengthen existing arrangements and where possible to 
create more coherence within the European Union. 
 
As presented in the Action Plan, the Agency will focus on the following activities: 
 

• Adaptation of the Network of Stand-by Oil Spill Response Vessels: 
 
Revision, where necessary, of the geographic distribution of vessels, contract 
amendments and equipment suited for response to oil spills from offshore 
installations. 
 

• Monitoring and evaluation tools, including adaptation of the CleanSeaNet service: 
 
Adaptation of the satellite monitoring service used also for offshore installations within 
the currently available number of images; additional images shall be provided only 
during emergencies. 
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Explore suitable tools for the monitoring and evaluation of spill hazards (primarily 
atmospheric gas plumes), taking into account the particularities of the spill and the 
environmental conditions. 
 

• Use of oil dispersants: 
 
Provision of limited dispersant supplies and application systems (airplane and vessel 
mounted) to cope with spills involving the release of oil from offshore installations. 
 

• Provision of specialised equipment: 
 
Development of contractual arrangements to provide existing oil pollution response 
equipment for use on suitable vessels of opportunity, and possibly procurement of 
additional stand-alone equipment (for mechanical recovery, dispersant application or 
in-situ burning), depending on the availability of funds. 

 
These activities represent EMSA’s principal tools to fulfil its new task of supporting Member 
States in responding to pollution caused by offshore installations. It is important to stress that 
EMSA’s role in strengthening the pollution response capacities on an EU level does not 
interfere with the Member States’ national sovereignty regarding the pollution response 
measure(s) that shall be used. The decision of whether to opt for mechanical recovery, 
whether and how to use dispersants or in-situ burning, or whether to limit response to 
monitoring and evaluating the oil spill, lies with the Member States. EMSA will offer an array 
of tools that can be utilised at the discretion of the Member States. 
 
The activities proposed in the Action Plan shall be implemented on a step-by-step basis 
through the Agency’s Annual Work Programmes, following the approval by the Administrative 
Board. The actual timing and extent of its implementation are dependent on the available 
financial resources as well as the levels of support and participation from both Member 
States and the oil industry. Nonetheless, EMSA intends to build up an appropriate ‘reserve 
for disasters’ by adapting its current capabilities and developing new ones. 
 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided.  
 


